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as table, seat, bed, room, kitchen, cellar, garret,
Chapel, and all. In a word, one leads there a life in
which one soon learns that Nature is content with
little; and, if one has to abandon his house wherever
he goes, he finds that he has lost nothing, and in
less than half an hour he has erected a complete
lodging.

The Fathers commenced their instruction with
the principal Captains; sed non hos elegit Dominus, but
God does not [130] commence his works by that which
makes most display. It was necessary that a poor
old blind woman should be preferred and be the first
to receive the blessings that flow from Heaven.
Grace took possession of her heart, and soon changed
her nature; she had a proud and mocking spirit,
which scoffed at the things of the Faith. No sooner
had God touched her, than she was no longer what
she had been. Her words were all gentleness; she
respected our mysteries; she desired Baptism. Final-
ly, when she had received it, and found herself in
the happy condition of the children of God, she
thought only of Heaven. ‘‘It was a pleasure,’’ our
Fathers say, ‘‘ to see her on the day when she came
to be baptized,—in rather severe weather, over a
rocky road where she lost her way, owing to her
blindness; and where, no doubt, she would have lost
courage if her fervor had not made such difficulties
agreeable to her, and made of her wanderings a
means of showing her love.”

An infidel woman, in the pains of childbirth, was
for two days in despair of her life. The Medicine
men, or rather the Sorcerers of the country, had
exhausted [131] their arts; and, thinking that the
mother and child could not escape death, they sought



